NOVI/DEC

the 2024
PULSE. s rours vec ) 1

Finding Life in the Good News

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
47 South Whiteoak Street
Kutztown, Pennsylvania 19530
610-683-3393

Our Mission

We, the family of St. Paul’s UCC,
guided by the teachings of Jesus Christ,
are committed to carry His good news.
We celebrate God'’s presence by shar-
ing God’s unconditional love with fel-
lowship, worship and service to others.

We pray for God’s wisdom and

compassion to lead us
in our endeavors.
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Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. —
Hebrews 13:8

When I feel like everything is changing — and at a breakneck pace, this
scripture is a comfort. God is still God Almighty. Jesus came, lived,
taught, died, rose again and sits at the right hand of God. The Holy
Spirit still surrounds us and is in us. Phew! When the world feels like
its spinning, we can close our eyes and pray to God, Three-in-one.

While the Triune God does not change, and Jesus is the same, the
church does change. We are not the same body that began when Jesus
said, “Peter, on this rock, I will build my church” (Matthew 16:18) We
are not the same church the Reformers built when they felt the need to
turn away from what they saw as corruption in the institutional church
of their day. We are not the same church that began in the “new world,”
when immigrants came from Europe to this land, and we are not the
same church that formed in 1957 when the Evangelical and Reform
church merged with the Congregational Christian church to form the
United Church of Christ. We are not the same church, and the culture in
which we live is not the same.

While we may not like some of the changes we’ve experienced in the
church and culture, we can and do celebrate others. We celebrate the
radical inclusivity in the United Church of Christ that causes us to
accept all children of God in our worship and community life. We
celebrate the movement of the Holy Spirit among us that inspires us to
use our God-given creativity and to discern how we might worship God,
teach the ways of Jesus and inspire to faith a whole new generation.

We are called to honor the historic affirmations of our faith and to find
new ways to show our love of God in words, songs, and actions. At the
same time, [ want to reaffirm what you might be thinking -- and that the
New Testament book of Hebrews stated eloquently, “Do not be carried
away by all kinds of strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be
strengthened by grace.”(Hebrews 13:9) There are many voices “out
there” in the marketplace. There are those who might say they are
people of faith, while lining their own pockets with ill-gotten gains.

Continued on next page............




Continued from previous page..........

Yes, things will change during our time of Interim
Ministry. Nothing will change just for the sake of
change. I promise that I will not promote an agenda
that is counter to what I believe Jesus taught (and what
has been verified by other religious scholars). There
will be times when you agree with what I say or do.
There will also be times when you disagree with what
I say or do. That is natural (and good) when we
humans dare to be open (and loving) in our
communications.

I encourage you to come talk to me about changes that
you see, or changes that you’d like to see. I highly
encourage you to speak to me directly. I value your
input and I especially like to hear about the practices
that help you maintain and grow your relationship to
God. While I do have office hours when you can just
drop in (Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 9am-
noon), you’re welcome to make an appointment for
another time when we can talk with less interruptions.

Peace and Blessings, Pastor Del-

Security — To Let You Know:

I will never, ever ask you to send money or purchase
Gift Cards on my behalf. I won’t do this via email,
text, phone, social media, or any other form of
communication. Sadly, scammers have tried to get
money from generous people using the name of a
pastor. Neither will conference staff ask for you to
send money.

When I see a cause worthy of our consideration, I’ll
forward information to the congregation and/or our
Missions committee. If I encourage you to consider
giving to a cause through our church, I will never ask
you to give me any money. In this way we can
prayerfully consider where we give and do it in a way
that is healthy, that honors are relationship, and that
encourages good checks and balances.

Peace and Blessings, Pastor Deb

PRAYER LINKS

Remember that prayer people are ready for any re-
quest you may have for yourself or someone you

love. ’
§ron O'
CAN

VICTIMS

In your own prayers please
remember the people in Pr
Florida who have suffered so ~ HU
much.

A friend shared this little story on Facebook. No, we’re
not sure if the details are actual facts, but the scenario is
a bit funny and makes us think!

A new camp commander was appointed and while
inspecting the place, he saw 2 soldiers guarding a
bench. He went over there and asked them why do they
guard it. "We don't know. The last commander told us
to do so, and so we did. It is some sort of regimental
tradition!" He searched for last commander's phone
number and called him to ask him why did he want
guards in this particular bench. "I don't know. The pre-
vious commander had guards, and I kept the tradition."
Going back another 3 commanders, he found a now
100-year old retired General. "Excuse me sir. I'm now
the CO of your camp you commanded 60 years ago.
I've found 2 men assigned to guard a bench. Could you
please tell me more about the bench?" "What? Is the
paint still wet ?!?"

Poinsettia Orders Reminder

It’s time to order Poinsettias to decorate the
sanctuary for Christmas. The flowers come in 6
2 inch pots. The colors available this year are
Red, White, and Glitter. The price is $10.00 a
piece. Please fill out an order form and place it
in the offering plate or contact Barb in the
office to order (610-683-3393) Orders are due
on Sunday, November 24th.

Thank you in advance for adding to the beauty
of the sanctuary.




HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:

November
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Christopher Sward, Lois Timberman
James Farber, Carl Arndt, Quinn Moyer
James Hoch

Sharon Eschbach, Daniel Silberman,
Jade Fitzgerald

Geral Diehl

Jackie Kutzler, Jodi Brossman
Natalie Bauscher

Shirley Leinbach, Charles Magee,
Jeffrey Schmoyer, Katie Moyer,
Ava Boyer

Susan Peter, Brian Moyer

David Leinbach, Stacy-Fritz Davies
Emily Grim

Jacob Wessner

Michele Neiman

Sandra Fenstermacher

Marjorie Bryde, Sharon Seaman,
Benjamin Reed

28 Jennifer Galvis
29 Ray Moyer
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:

December
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Jacqueline Garcia

Brett Kulp, Sharon Larsen
Kyle Balthaser, Carl Mantz
Bruce Wessner

Kevin O’Neil, David Rung
Brandon Leinbach, Gregg Hartman
Cora Seidel, Lucille Seidel
Marcia Keiser

Maddox Unger

Priscilla Farber

JESUS

Robin Rhodes, Joshua Rarick
Steven Schaefter

David Ordway

Richard Weaknecht




Advent is coming soon:

Everyone in the congregation is invited to get their creativity going for our Advent Devotional. This year, Pastor
Deb is selecting scriptures and also hymns to get our creativity and faith working together. Our church
administrator, Barb, has generously offered to coordinate the project. PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE, sign up as
now with Barb so you can receive the information for your day(s) and can get your devotional page back to Barb
in time to print.

We want all submissions to Barb b}: Tuesday, November 12" so that the Devotional Booklets will be ready for
everyone on Sunday November 24",

This year we will again join with our friends from Trinity Lutheran Church to do an Advent study. We’ve chosen
a study written by Rachel Billups based on her book An Unlikely Advent. The study will include DVD presenta-
tion and leadership from both St. Paul’s and Trinity Lutheran. The folks at Trinity are happy to join us here at St.
Paul’s for the study on Tuesdays 11/26, 12/3, 12/10, and 12/17 at 10am. (See announcements for an evening
session time). We’ll again be offering light refreshments following each session.

Hi St. Paul’s, I have exciting news. IT’S COOKIE MAKING TIME
AGAIN!! I am so excited! I need so many ingredients. Can you help me
and my crew? Let’s see, I need flour, sugar, brown sugar, chocolate chips,
eggs, butter, and your helping hands. See my friend Barbara about help-
ing to mix cookies. If you have not done this before, come and join us. We
would like to see new faces and have you share in the fun. She brings us
food to eat while we are mixing. Save the date. Get up right now and
mark your calendar for NOVEMBER 30TH. The
sign-up sheet is outside of the church office for cookie ingredients. Thank
you all. You guys are the best!!!!

Daisy, Church Reporter

Cookie baking is scheduled for December 2nd and 3rd. From 9am to
completion. Come out and join in the fun!

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PROGRAM Please join us on Sunday,
December 8 for the Youth Christmas Program followed by a luncheon dﬁ
and Family Advent event in Fellowship Hall. \Sfréiﬂ [ -;‘}- 3
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By Judy Heffley

When I asked Mandy Boyer what her favorite hymn was, her first answer was “Blessed Assurance”, a well-known
Christian hymn found on page 572 in our hymnal. She likes the melody and the words really speak to her. The
words were written by a blind mission worker, Fanny Crossby, in 1873. She was visiting her wealthy friend,
Phoebe Knapp, who played a new tune she had composed. “What do you think the tune says?” Crosby replied,
“Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine.” It reflects Crossby’s walk of faith, as expressed by the apostle Paul in
Philippians, “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” Mandy also likes "It Is Well with My Soul” found on
page 705 in our hymnal. When Mandy’s mother, Mary Geist, passed away, this song kept running through

her head and gave her comfort. This hymn was written by Horatio Spafford with music by Philip Bliss. Spafford
wrote it after undergoing severe hardships and tragedy. He lost his real estate investments during the Great
Chicago Fire of 1871, and his finances took a hit during the Panic of 1873. Then his four daughters drowned when
their steamship Ville du Havre sank. His wife barely survived the tragedy. In spite of all of this, he leaned on his
faith in God and wrote this famous hymn.

Colin’s Quips by Colin Heffley
1. What was the Pilgrim’s favorite kind of music? Plymouth Rock
2. Why did the apple join the gym? To work on its cor
3. What month do fires hate? No_ember
4. Why don’t mountains ever get cold? They have snowcaps.
5. Why shouldn’t you trust trees? They can be a little shady.

6.1 used to play piano by ear, but that hurt; so now | use my hands.

WHEN: NOVEMBER 12, 2023

i TIME: AFTER WORSHIP

ME G PLACE: ST. PAUL’S UCC 47 S. WHITEOAK STREET
el i

CONGREGATIO

KUTZTOWN, PA 19530

PURPOSE: COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORTS
NOMINATION OF DEACONS AND EDERS REVIEW &
APPROVAL OF CHURCH BUDGET

PLEASE JOIN US

YOUTH VETERANS DAY WORSHIP SERVICE

We will be honoring our Veterans in church on Sunday, November
10. If you are a veteran and are able to attend worship service, please §
email the church office so that your name can be reflected in the
worship service.
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Young at Heart

On Wednesday, September 18, twenty-seven people gathered to hear about an unsung hero of the American
Revolution—that’s how Benjamin Franklin is remembered by Joseph and Delores McDevitt. Dressed as Franklin,
Joseph brought Ben to life as he told of Ben’s young years, accomplishments, scientific inventions, and his effect
on the early times of the American nation and international relations.

From Franklin’s autobiography, the McDevitts shared Ben’s “Project of Arriving at Moral Perfection.” Ben used
terms for virtues that could apply to any sect or religion, not just Christianity. He was methodical about judging
himself daily to see how he measured up to these moral values. Each morning he would ask himself, “What good
can I do today?” and at the end of the day, he asked, “What good did I do today?”” He looked forward, thinking
about how to make things better in the world. So much is known about Franklin through his autobiography,
diaries, and other writings. Joseph and Delores encouraged everyone to write a book, or keep a diary to save
especially for grandchildren to read so they will know their grandparents better.

Here are the moral virtues that Franklin tried his best to live by:
Temperance—Eat not to dullness; drink not to elevation.
Silence—Speak not but what may benefit others or yourself; avoid trifling conversation
Order—Let all your things have their places; let each part of your business have its time
Resolution—Resolve to perform what you ought; perform without fail what you resolve
Frugality—Make no expense but to do good to others or yourself; i.e. waste nothing
Industry—1Lose no time; be always employed in something useful; cut off all unnecessary actions
Sincerity—Use no hurtful deceit; think innocently and justly; and if you speak, speak accordingly
Justice—Wrong none by doing injuries, or omitting the benefits that are your duty
Moderation—Avoid extremes; forbear resenting injuries so much as you think they deserve
Cleanliness—Tolerate no uncleanliness in body, clothes, or habitation
Tranquility—Be not disturbed at trifles, or at accidents common or unavoidable
Chastity
Humility—Imitate Jesus and Socrates

The program ended with Delores sharing her personal spiritual beliefs from the Bible.

In addition to everyone learning a lot and enjoying the reenactment, they were very happy with the
refreshments offered by Ethel DeMatteo Beck.

YAH Schedule coming up:

November 20: Jeff Krick (Elvis impersonator)--$10 fee

December 18: Shannah Kinner musical program in the sanctuary

January 15: craft by Kathleen Walck of Local Folk Creative Studio

February 19: History of Bethlehem Steel as told by Steve Landis, photographer, and John Landis, official
tour guide at the Steel Stacks, from their new book

March 19: Jon Bond, local artist

Join us for fellowship and fun each month!

Kathy Landis



NEWS FROM CONSISTORY

THE PULSE: At the October 9" Consistory meeting, Marge announced that she would be stepping down from
managing the Pulse. However, she will complete the November/December issue which will be mailed out as usual.
Going forward, the Pulse will be emailed and some printed copies will be available at church. This is a cost-saving
initiative due to increase in postage and cost of paper and copying. To those members who cannot make it to
church or cannot receive email, the office will mail a copy if requested. In addition, a task force will review the
format of the Pulse and consider possible changes to make it a simpler process. Anyone with suggestions who
would be interested in assisting in the effort, please contact Barb in the office.

DISASTER RELIEF: The Consistory approved spending up to $10,000 for disaster relief from Hurricanes Helene
and Milton comingled with contributions from church committees and individual members of the church. The
donations will go directly to Disaster Relief at the Pennsylvania Southeast Conference which will then send to
locations needing it. No money is taken out for administrative costs, so all money donated will be used for the sole
purpose of disaster relief. When you would like to make a contribution, please make out the check to St. Paul’s
UCC and on the memo line, write “Disaster Relief.” You may put in the offering or give to Barb in the office. The
church office will collect donations and forward to PSEC.

PA SOUTHEAST FALL CONFERENCE: Meeting is on Saturday, November 9 from 10 AM to 1 PM at Good
Shepherd UCC in Tuckerton(Reading). Currently, Pastor Deb, Daryn Keim, Denise Keim, Ray and Ann Oswald,
Barb Krause, and Kathy Landis are planning to attend. If anyone else would like to go, please contact Barb in the
office by October 30. Everyone attending must register on the psec.org website.

FRACTURED LIVES FRACTURED CHURCHES: The workshop was attended by Pastor Deb, Erin Webb, Brian
and Ethel Beck, and Kathy Landis. It was led by Jay Lightmeyer of the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center. The
basis for the day was that “a splintered vine bears no fruit” and the church can promote healing. We live in a
fractured world, country, community and even families, and this can result in a fractured (divided) church. Most of
the program featured an understanding of relationships and how to get to know people better, not always to avoid
conflict but to be humble, gentle, patient, and bear with one another in love. The members who attended will share
some of their learnings with the Consistory and congregation.

2025 BUDGET: The church budget for 2025 will be reviewed and approved by the Consistory in time for the
Congregational Meeting on November 17™. At this meeting, the budget will be presented and the congregation
will have the opportunity to also approve the budget.

COVENANT: Pastor Deb asked all Consistory members to consider what they promise to do for the Consistory
and the church in the coming year. The Pastor will summarize the suggested ideas and bring them back for the
Consistory to review and agree to the covenant. She is also asking that each committee develop a covenant which
will help to define the priorities of the group.

For any other information, you may read the minutes that are posted outside the church office.

Kathy Landis
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St. Paul’s UCC Women’s Guild

Christmas Bazaar

Saturday, December 7th

9am to 1pm

Church Mice
Food
Crafts
Books

Cookies

White Elephant

WHITE ELEPHANT — Whitie has heard that there will be a Bazaar this year and he is very excited. Crafts,
cookies and food will be available and he wants to be sure he is not left out so he has started to check all the
places where he has things that he hasn’t used for a long time. The only items being accepted are Christmas
items and jewelry. He hopes you will check around your house for these items to donate them to the Bazaar.
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ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

47 South Whiteoak Street
Kutztown, PA 19530-1621

Address Service Requested

Sent With A Prayer To:

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

November 3rd
All Saints Day Communion
Rejoicing Spirits—3PM

November 10th
Veteran’s Day Service
Youth Service

November 17th
Congregational Meeting

November 24th
Decorate the Sanctuary
After Worship

November 26th
Advent Study Group—10AM

November 30th
Cookie Mixing—8AM

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. Postage
PAID
Kutztown, PA
Permit No. 30

December 1st
Advent Communion
Dedication Sunday
Rejoicing Spirits—3PM

December 2nd and 3rd
Cookie Baking—9AM

December 4th-6th
Food Prep for Bazaar—9AM

December 7th
Christmas Bazaar 9AM-1PM

December 8th
Children’s Christmas Program
Family Advent after Worship

December 3rd, 10th, 17th
Advent Study Group—10AM



