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Our Mission
We, the family of St. Paul’s UCC,
guided by the teachings of Jesus Christ,
are committed to carry His good news.
We celebrate God’s presence by sharing God’s unconditional love with fellowship, worship and service to others.
We pray for God’s wisdom and
compassion to lead us
in our endeavors.
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DISCOVERING YOUR PURPOSE By Kathy Landis
(from Sunday Service)
As we sang in our opening hymn, “In the bulb there is a flower, in the seed an
apple tree, in cocoons a hidden promise-butterflies will soon be free.” This is
called the Hymn of Promise as it foretells of the gifts God has planned for all of
nature, including humans.
In the scripture this morning, we heard in Romans—“Count yourselves dead to
sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” As a bulb first appears to be dead in the
ground, it miraculously bursts forth into a live, beautiful flower. So it may appear we are dead to sin, but “ through the glory of the Father, we too may bloom,
live a new life.”
My message today is based upon a book entitled Knit Together, Discover God’s
Pattern for Your Life by bestselling author Debbie Macomber. She usually
writes romance novels, but in this nonfiction book, she tells of her belief that
God knit you and me together with hopes and aspirations. God created each of
you for a purpose, and when you discover it, you will be filled with joy, live a
new life.
Have you ever wondered, “What is my purpose in this life? What is God’s plan
for me?” I’ve been trying to figure that out most of my life.
I’m going to share some of Debbie’s thoughts and struggles from the chapter
called “Created For Purpose”—You will hear how in her words she discovered
her life’s purpose- and how you may discover yours (if you haven’t already).
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“Before you were born, before you knew the world and the world knew you,
there was only One, the Creator, who knew you in your most basic form. Even
then, He had a relationship with you. From the moment each of us is created,
God has a purpose for us. We don’t necessarily know what it looks like at first,
but we can be sure it’s there, somewhere inside us. For a long time, I wondered
what my purpose was.”
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When I think about what it means to be created by God for a purpose, my
thought turns to Psalm 139. “It is one of my favorite passages of the Bible because it combines two of my favorite things-knitting and the understanding of
God’s call on my life.” We were “knit together in our mothers’ wombs.”(v.13) “
We have been searched and known by the greatest designer in the universe” (v.1). We were designed for something special.
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“I believe that something special is reflected in the strong desires God puts in
our hearts through our dreams, through our passions, and through the things that
bring us joy. It’s through those things that we can discover what our purpose is,
when we see for ourselves the pattern He’s made for us and the dreams He’s
knitted together for us to live out.”

Continued on next page…………….
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As Helen Keller once said, “Many people have a wrong idea of what constitutes true happiness. It is not attained through selfgratification, but through fidelity to a worthy purpose.”
“25 years ago, I could not have imagined myself writing a book about realizing your dreams. I’m sure no one else could have
imagined my writing one, either! I come from humble beginnings,” from a farm family with little education. I got married right
out of high school and soon had 4 children.
Debbie reflects, school was always difficult for me. In later years, I discovered that I was dyslexic. So to this day, I’m a slow
reader and creative speller. I can still recall my third-grade teacher telling my mother, “Debbie is such a nice little girl, but she’ll
never do well in school.” And she was right. The biggest complaint teachers had about me was that I daydreamed and storytelling became my niche. Even at 10, I started thinking about what it would be like to be a writer. “I never told my teachers or
friends I wanted to write because I was afraid they would tell me all the reasons it was impossible.”
I am convinced that each of us is created with a God-given purpose. It’s what I call the focus of our lives—the what that my life,
and yours is all about. Now some people seem to know what their purpose is early on. They have vision and determination and
they are ready to see their dreams come true. For others, their purpose, their life’s focus, seems much harder to see. “Maybe you
thought you knew what you wanted to do, but life’s circumstances left you wondering.” So maybe you stuck your purpose up on
a shelf, thinking that someday you would get to it.
That’s what I did until my friend David died. Seven years earlier, I had surrendered my life to Jesus. I reassured David during his
leukemia, that God would heal him. When David died despite my prayers, I had a crisis of faith. But then I realized that God had
received David in heaven so he was healed. Then I knew that I could no longer just dream of being a writer some day, but it was
time to move my life purpose forward. So Debbie rented a typewriter and spent every day writing. After five years, she finally
sold her first book.
You may be thinking I’m too old or it’s too hard to consider what my purpose is. You may wonder what’s left, but life doesn’t
end after you raise your children, retire, or lose a spouse to death or divorce. Philippians reassures us: “For it is God who works
in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.” (Think of Ben Franklin at age 81—a framer of the US Constitution,
Golda Meir at 71 the Prime Minister of Israel, and our recent Consistory Presidents, music leaders and many others who help in
the success of our church.)
Oliver Wendell Holmes once stated, “Most of us go to our graves with our music still inside us.” The key is to discover our music. “We must be flexible when we start looking at our purpose and what makes us passionate.” There’s a story about a young
woman who desired to be on Broadway, but she struggled financially and her dream became dimmer. To make ends meet, she
took a job as a limo driver. One day, she happened to pick up Liza Minnelli, and they found they had quite a few mutual friends.
After that day, Liza always requested the woman to be her driver. Liza suggested that she should start her own limo service.
Guess what? The young woman now has a successful limo service in New York City catering to the Broadway stars. She learned
to be flexible as she sought out her purpose.
Let’s look at the passion in our purpose. Ask yourself-What is it that
gets me excited? What do I love to do?
“It’s important to use both heart and head when searching for your
purpose or passion.” Here’s where the head-part comes in. Try this
experiment. Start with a clean sheet of paper. “Think of a word or
phrase that describes something that excites you or something you
enjoy” (your P-word) Maybe it’s books. Or music. Or ministry. Circle
that word and then think of as many words (S-solution words) as possible that relate to your P-word. Then take each S-word and treat it as
a P-word until you have a number of ideas of activities or jobs you
could do that involve the core passion or purpose you love. Do some
research and as you step toward your purpose, you will begin to discover what God can do with you.
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You can be passionate about a lot of things, but not everything you’re enthusiastic about is necessarily what you’re supposed to
be doing. You need only watch one episode of those auditioning for American Idol to understand that! When you are truly passionate about something that God has designed for you, things click and you experience a profound sense of joy. That’s the
way writing is for me.
“Purpose is not just a word to use when we talk about what God wants us to do with our life He’s given us. It can also be a call
to action,” to be intentional, to focus our actions and abilities for a specific reason. Your purpose doesn’t end with that first
step. It is an ongoing journey. As St. Paul’s banner says, “ Catch the Spirit, Embrace the Journey!”
Be sure to employ the basics of goals, persistence and determination. Another piece required for the journey is Patience. “Be
patient, trust in the journey, and worry less about the end goal.” As Oswald Chambers writes, “God’s training is for now, not
later. We have nothing to do with what will follow our obedience. What people call preparation, God sees as the goal itself.”
The best piece of advice that Debbie gives is from Galations 6; “Make a careful exploration of who you are and the work you
have been given, and then sink yourself into that. Don’t compare yourself with others. Each of you must take responsibility for
doing the creative best you can with your own life.”
Debbie ends her chapter with this thought: “It is my prayer for you that as you look to God for your purpose, you will continue
along your journey by living creatively and with hope in the knowledge that God wants the best for you.”

RELAY FOR LIFE 2020
Relay for Life will be held On September 19th at William Delong Park in Bowers, PA

Tentative Schedule for the day
8am - Begin set-up
10am-Opening Ceremony-Roaring 20’s Theme Lap
12 Noon to 2pm-Survivor luncheon
2pm-Survivor Ceremony
3pm-Survivor Dessert Reception
7pm-Luminaria/Memory Ceremony
8pm-Fight Back/Closing Ceremony
9pm-Music Ends
10pm-Deadline to be cleaned up and out of park
*Activities and Theme Laps occur between ceremonies*
*Food concessions will operate throughout the day*
*Best Costumes, Best T-shirt, Best Theme Tent site awards given *

Purple signs will be placed around Kutztown from July 18th through August 16th

2020 Kutztown Folk Festival Update
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, in-person events at the 2020 Kutztown Folk Festival have been cancelled. The
Festival will host online events and activities through July 6th including its nationally recognized Quilt Auction.

Festival Quilt Raffle Continues
This year's lucky winner will receive a beautiful handmade, queen size, "Lone Star" themed quilt measuring
100"x116". Tickets can be purchased in person anytime of day at the new Hampton Inn in Kutztown. Drawing to be
done live via Facebook on July 6th at 6pm. Tickets are $3 or two for $5.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:

August
Kevin Kulp
Roy Stofflet, David Bubbenmoyer,
Daniel Hawkins, Carly Hawkins,
Aiden Kutz
Scarlett Unger
Robert Hartman,
Matthew Diehl
Thomas Luckenbill, Donna Derr
Gary Fritz, Kathryn Snyder
Carolyn Ordway, Todd O’Neil
Bradley Schwalm
Jessica Rhodes
Marjorie Weida
JoAnn Fritz, Laraine Wuchter
Elaine Seaman, Kelly Monroe
Tayson Merkel
Jillian Wessner, Alexander Diltz,
Nicole Diltz
Mary Steltz
Amy Bray
Ryan Kulp, Janet Haas
John Keiser, Jr., Jennifer Schemberg
Daniel Follweiler
Nicholas Gollatz
Tod Herman
Brenda Grider, Jan Weller
Nancy Thomas, Steven Steltz, Jr,
Marissa Strauss
Thomas Merkel Jr., Darren Kemp
Dale Folk, Caleb Heffley, Gautham Heffley
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Ronald Newhard, Colin Heffley
Matthew Strauss
Judith Magee, Jarad Luckenbill
Barbara Merkel, Elianna Schaeffer,
Brian Unger
Erin Webb
Brandi Long
Curtis Daub Jr.
Elle Angstadt
Amy Rakowiecki
Lori Lobb, Kimberly George
David Swan
Karen Rhode
LeAnn Silberman, Lindsey Derstine
Linda Stitzer
John Kutz, Dennis Fenstermacher
LaRoy Haas, Tasha Sward
Aaron Snyder, Dalton Firestone
Nicole Weaknecht, Miranda Reidenhour
Natalie Grim, Amber Bungo
Taynara Rocha
Joseph Kibler
Tyler Schmoyer, Emily Harris
Michael Delp, Marcie Miller, Andrea Bohn
Matthew Weida, Ray Oswald

Congratulations to our graduates !!!

Congratulations and best wishes for a bright future from your St. Paul’s family!!!
If you know of anyone who has graduated or will be graduating over the summer, please send the information
to Marj Weida at maweid69@hotmail.com. It will be posted in the next Pulse coming out in September.

THANK YOU
Hallelujah!!
We have reached our goal for the roof campaign.
Thank you to everyone for their support and donations to make this project a success!!
We are truly grateful for our church family and friends.

Building Committee

I want to take this opportunity to say a heart-felt thank you for the kind words I received and the fruit basket. Assurances that you are doing a good job are always welcome and appreciated. It will be four years in September and I
have worked with two Pastors and soon a third. We have gone through many changes, but that is what makes life
interesting and individuals stronger. Thank you again for thinking of me and please know I am here to help you in
any way I can, so please don’t hesitate to ask. God Bless! Barb

Dear church family,
We are truly grateful for the cards, phone calls and support we received at the time of our mom’s death. It
was a very difficult time for our family made even more so by the fact that we were isolated from the ones
we love. Linda and I look forward to being able to see all of you real soon!!
Marj Weida & Linda Merkel

Thank you all so very much for the snack basket I received from my church family. It was a wonderful surprise! I truly appreciate your thoughtfulness and your support!!
Marj Weida

As of May 31st Pastor Jennifer has left St Paul’s to take a new position as Interim
Pastor of Huff’s Church.
We wish Pastor Jennifer the best of luck in her future endeavors, and may the light
of Christ go with her in her journey!
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WORSHIP

JULY

Romans 7:15-25a

Genesis 24:34-38, 42-29, 58-67

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

July 5, 2020

Matthew 13:1-9 18-23

Romans 8:1-11

Genesis 25:19-34

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

July 12, 2020

TBD

Matthew 13:24-30-36-43

Romans 8:12-25

Genesis 28:10-19a

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

July 19, 2020

TBD

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Romans 8:26-39

Genesis 29:15-38

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

July 26, 2020

Daily Devotions

SCHEDULE

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
TBD

Joan Gangewere

Laraine Wuchter

Rodney Barrell

Sandi Madeira

Katie Moyer

Rosaria Angstadt

Tyler Luckenbill

Jan Lenich

Vacant

Brian Unger

Steve Lobb

Christine Keim

Joan Gangewere

Laraine Wuchter

Rodney Barrell

Sandi Madeira

Youth

TBD

Fellowship/Events

Worship Leaders

Greeters

Acolytes

Deacons

Flowers-Center

Flowers-Sides

Bulletins
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VBS—Trinity Church

5

Wed

Worship: 10:15 AM
Sunday School—9:00 AM/Adult SS—8:45 Am
Office/Pastor Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday— 9:00 AM—1:00 PM

AUGUST 2020

August 16, 2020

August 23, 2020

August 30, 2020

Exodus 3:1-15

August 9, 2020

Exodus 1:8-2:10

Romans 12:9-21

August 2, 2020

Genesis 45:1-15

Romans 12:1-8

Matthew 16:21-28

AUGUST

1 Kings 19:9-18
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

Matthew 16:13-20

TBD

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Romans 9:1-5
Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 15:21-28

TBD

Christine Keim

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Psalms 145:98-9,14-21
Matthew 14:22-33

TBD

Jan Lenich

Steve Lobb

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Matthew 14:13-21

TBD

Sandi Madeira

Tyler Luckenbill

Brian Unger

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

TBD

Christine Keim

Rodney Barrell

Rosaria Angstadt

Vacant

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Jan Lenich

Steve Lobb

Laraine Wuchter

Katie Moyer

WORSHIP

Tyler Luckenbill

Brian Unger

Joan Gangewere

Summer Communion

Rosaria Angstadt

Vacant

John & Marcia Keiser

Katie Moyer

SCHEDULE
Daily Devotions

Fellowship/Events

Worship Leaders

Greeters

Acolytes

Deacons

Flower Sponsors
Center

Sides

Bulletins

When Marj sent out an SOS for information for the newsletter I thought that perhaps right now, when we are (and have
been) going through stressful times, maybe something a little lighthearted might be in order. I also know that there are a
lot of baseball fans out there and it seems likely that there will not be a season this year. This piece was written in 2009.
Perhaps it will evoke childhood memories for you. (submitted by June Rung)
Baseball, My Father and Me

I was probably 7 or 8 when my father began taking me to baseball games. It may not have been entirely his idea. I
was a very active child and Mother may have needed a break from me during the long summer days. However, it
could have been that my father, having 2 girls and no boys, wanted to share his love of baseball with at least one
of his children. My older sister had no interest.

In the town where we lived there was an evening league called the Twilight League with teams made up of men
who worked at other jobs during the day and played baseball at night for enjoyment. Games started at 7:00 and
because there were no lights, the games lasted only 7 innings. My father carefully taught me the rules and ins and
outs of the game and I grew to love the game of baseball, as much for the game itself as for the opportunity to
spend time with my father.

We always sat on the third base side and I developed a huge crush on the third baseman for one of the teams. His
name was Lloyd and he walked with a limp but it did not deter his ability to play the game or to capture the heart
of a 7 or 8 year old girl!

My father was also an avid Phillies fan so I became one, too, especially after they won the National League pennant in 1950 even though they lost the World Series. We’d listen to games on the radio because there was very
little TV coverage at that time. Few people had televisions in those days. He took me to many Phillies games in
Phila. and I got to know the players by name and we would often discuss certain players and their abilities.

While I was living at home I remained a baseball fan but once I moved away my enthusiasm diminished because
there were so many other interests. My father, however, remained a dedicated fan. After their success in 1950,
they had more seasons when they wound up in last place than they had winning seasons. But my father followed
them with great dedication even when they were losing, and through the heartbreaking seasons when they were
good enough to win it all but didn’t.

My father had a stroke in the late sixties which paralyzed his entire left side but he continued to be a Phillies fan.
He died in November 1979. In 1980, the Phillies won their first World Series. I felt sad that this loyal fan hadn’t
been around to watch these games until it occurred to me that just maybe …. he had the best seat in the house!

VIRTUAL VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2020: “COMPASSION
CAMP VBS”
August 2-6 (Sun.-Thurs.)
(Trinity Evangelical Lutheran & St. Paul’s U.C.C)
The Trinity/St. Paul’s Combined VBS Program is back, although a little different this
year due to COVID-19 precautions. “Compassion Camp” will be a combination format
including virtual (both live & and pre-recorded via Zoom) with Bible Story, skits, and
powerful songs, as well as a scavenger hunt thru Kutztown, and crafts (including creating a Kindness Rocks Garden outside at St. Paul’s and chalk drawn God Sightings/
Messages of Hope outside at Trinity). This VBS will empower your child to be compassionate & remind them that hope and faith thru God are never cancelled. A “Jesus
is Alive” bandura (which can double as a mask for your child) and craft/activity bag
will also be provided to each child for at-home fun! We’ll conclude our week with our
traditional Ice Cream Social (virtually on Zoom)! Please pre-register as soon as possible (but no later than July 18) by returning the attached form or contacting Louise
Moyer at 610-641-0507 or LouiseMoyer13@gmail.com. For children from age 3 thru
Grade 9.
_____________________________________________________________

Virtual “Compassion Camp VBS” at Trinity Evangelical & St. Paul’s UCC

Child’s Name: ________________________ Age/Grade Next Yr: ___/___
Child’s Name: ________________________ Age/Grade Next Yr: ___/___
Child’s Name: ________________________ Age/Grade Next Yr: ___/___
Parent’s Name: _____________________ Parent’s Phone: ______________
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Sent With A Prayer To:

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Kutztown Folk Festival
June 27 to July 6th (Online)
July 11th
Prayer Walk —9AM
August 2nd
Summer Communion
August 2nd-6th
Virtual Vacation Bible School
August 8th
Prayer Walk —9AM
August 15th
Craft Day in Fellowship Hall

