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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
47 South Whiteoak Street
Kutztown, Pennsylvania 19530
610-683-3393

Our Mission
We, the family of St. Paul’s UCC,
guided by the teachings of Jesus Christ,
are committed to carry His good news.
We celebrate God’s presence by sharing God’s unconditional love with fellowship, worship and service to others.
We pray for God’s wisdom and
compassion to lead us
in our endeavors.
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
What does it mean for our churches to have a Blank Slate?
I’ve seen this thought posted in several different ways on various church
consulting/church growth sites. What will church look like when we get
back together? And when will we be able to get back together? Will we
get back to our building by the middle of May? The middle of June? July?
Just as 9/11 changed the way we fly, Covid-19 will change the way we
live life. Many leaders in politics, business, education and the church are
saying that there is no going back. We have to move forward in new and
innovative ways to continue our work. Did it really take a tiny little virus
to finally force us to let go of an unsustainable life and change our ways?
So, if we do have a blank slate, that means we can create a new vision
for how to do and be God’s church in the world. What would that look
like? I know that many of our members are not digitally connected and
felt left out of our Zoom worship. (Although, just a reminder, you can just
call in with your cell phone or land line.) With more “stay at home” orders looming in our near future it will be more important than ever to stay
connected in the digital world. How can we help those members who feel
out of touch with technology be a part of our digital ministry?
When we get back together, can we find ways to help everyone not only
learn “how” to connect but to get the equipment they need to connect? I
think about those tablets that they advertise that come already set up for
seniors to just turn on, tap an icon and get connected. Are those devices a
possibility for us? Could that be a form of outreach ministry?
What other things do we need to change to not only feel safe gathering
together, but also in doing ministry? I’m all for masks becoming a part of
our “Church attire”, and when sources are replenished, having a bottle of
hand sanitizer in every hymnal slot in the pews. I’m all for being intentional in keeping our physical distance while staying connected. There
will come a time when we can shake hands and hug freely again, but it
might take a while.
If we truly are starting with a blank slate, what new possibilities are
there for us to come together with other churches and with our community
to find new ways to serve God?
Then afterwards I (God) will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons
and daughters shall prophesy, your old men and women shall dream
dreams, and your young people shall see visions. Joel 2:28
Continued on next page………..

Continued from previous page……….
Now is the time to dream the dreams of possibility
and envision a new and better future. Big or small,
we will all be a part of shaping the new future not
only for our community, state and nation, but for the
world. Perhaps we can view this as a Year of Jubilee, where all debts are forgiven, and we all get to
start over and start better.
Take heart, God is still in charge, we just need to
follow God’s lead to love, forgive and hold each
other in grace and be brave and bold to envision and
live into a better future for us all.

A word rarely spoken now worldwide in scope.
A word full of terror devoid of any hope.
Stay home, wash hands and wear a mask.
It’s not what I want but is it too much to ask?
Lives turned upside down, souls now in distress,
plans canceled, shelves empty, it’s all such a mess.
Many risking their own lives to care for the ill.
Tragically thousands are dying, still
how can I deal with all of the deaths?
Then I wonder – Will I be the next without breath?

Peace
Pastor Jennifer

What can I learn with life turned upside down?
What have I lost? What have I found?

SUPPORT ST PAUL’S
Looking for an easy way to help support St. Paul's
United Church of Christ ?
Look no further than Thrivent Choice®, Thrivent
Financial’s member-advised charitable outreach program. Thrivent Choice lets eligible Thrivent members recommend where they feel Thrivent should
distribute some of its annual outreach funding by
choosing from thousands of enrolled churches and
nonprofit organizations nationwide, including St.
Paul's United Church of Christ.
If you haven’t yet participated in Thrivent Choice
but would like to learn more about participating in it,
visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice. Or, you can contact your Thrivent Financial representative.

OFFERING
The weekly offering is being deposited as usual.
I would like to request that when you mail your
offering or drop it off at the church that you use
your offering envelopes. It will help me to be able
to properly post your donations to your account.
Thank you!!

PANDEMIC

Marj Weida

Who do I trust? How do I cope?
Is it time for despair or time for hope?
We will each need to discover in our own time
what the answer is to the end of this rhyme……
June Rung
April 12, 2020
Easter Sunday

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:

May
1 Joan Bieber, Jill Fitzgerald, Jessica Schmoyer
2 Linda Grim, Linda Merkel
4 Nancy Heffner, Jane Grim, David Hoffman
5 Patricia Bubbenmoyer, Lindsay George
6 Leona Keim, Kenneth Ziegler,
8
Robert Grim, Timothy Delcamp
9 James Ludwick
10 Julie Esposito, Caroline Harris
11 Guy Andy Herring III
12 Melissa Losito
13
Donna Sheaffer, Dallas Herber
John Grim, Sue Kunkel
14 Daniel Bortz, Trish Banham
15 Donna Burgert
17 David Seaman
20 Steven Reinhard
21 Debra Wehr, Chelsea Lenhart
23 Kian Merkel
25 Betty Conrad
27 Bridget Oberheim
28 Devon Rhodes, Scott Bungo
30 Kenneth Held
31 Tamera Crouthamel

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:

June
1 Penny George, Dorothy Fox
2 Campbell Harris, Daryl Keim, Garrett Ordway,
June Rung, Noah Bray
3 Dexter George
4 Jacob Moyer
5 Steve Steltz
6 Mark Stump
7 Manette Boyer, Wanda Herring, Lila Newhard
10 Grace Conover, Christine Mattern
13 Ava Grim, Briana Pilgert
14 Caroll Weida
16 Fietta Schaeffer. Derek Morgan
19 Jack Moriarty
20 Bruce Burrows, Connie Davies
21 Steven Leinbach
25 Joe Hartman, Louise Wessner
26 Emma Kai Schaeffer
28 Arielle Levine
30 Joan Heffner, Sarah Peter

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH
As God calls our congregations to be the "church" in new ways, your generosity will plant
new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual life in our youth
and young adults. STC funds will also be used to award grants to help congregations communicate the "God is still speaking," message. Most congregations will receive the STC offering on
Pentecost Sunday, May 31,2020.

GRADUATION
IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE THAT GRADUATED OR WILL BE GRADUATING PLEASE
PLACE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IN THE PULSE MAILBOX OR E-MAIL
Marge Weida at maweid69@hotmail.com.
Or you can mail it to me at 223 N Franklin Street, Fleetwood, PA 19522
NAME OF GRADUATE
NAME OF SCHOOL
DEGREE ACHIEVED (IF ANY)
PLANS FOR THE FUTURE
ANY OTHER INFORMATION YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH US

MISSION COMMITTEE NEWS—What are we doing?

In this challenging time, people are feeling pressed upon to find creative ways to help others. What has our
Mission Committee been up to?
On January 29th, the team offered a Community Dinner of pork tenderloin with mashed potatoes, green beans,
salad, and of course, many delicious desserts donated by church members and others. Mashing 50 pounds of potatoes was quite a workout! So it was refreshing to hear the applauds for the meal even more than usual, and the
Brownies were a tremendous help in serving and spreading cheer. Monetary donations will be used to benefit local
non-profits.
In March St. Paul’s Mission team sponsored a collection of personal items for Safe Berks Inc., (formerly Women
in Crisis). Our congregation generously contributed sheets, shampoo, conditioner, feminine hygiene items, towels,
etc. All the donations are still in the church since Safe Berks had to close to all visitors and donations. However,
they asked that we deliver the donations later because they will really need them. Thank you for your contributions
and know that they will be much appreciated in the future!
You may recall that the Mission Committee was also planning a meal of hot turkey sandwiches, mashed potatoes,
corn, fruit and dessert items to be delivered to Safe Berks on March 18. Again due to restrictions, we could not deliver the meal. Later we will plan the dinner again and request your contributions of fresh fruit and desserts.
A similar plan for taking dinner to Wilson Manor in March and Saucony Meadows in April was also diverted because they too are not allowing visitors in the building. These dinners also may be scheduled at a later date.
The Mission team was approached by Walt Zawaski (who runs the Potato Project), asking our church to participate in April. In the past three years, members of our church have participated in potato seed cutting. However,
due to health and safety regulations this year, the usual festive gathering of many people from numerous churches
could not meet. Instead, Walt asked that individuals work from their homes to accomplish the same task, that of
cutting the seed potatoes so local farmers can plant and harvest them in late summer to distribute to local food pantries. So several members of our church volunteered by picking up a 50-lb bag of potatoes, slicing them at home,
and returning them to a storage bin at Becker’s St. Peter’s EL Church in Molltown. No in-person contact—all was
safely accomplished. More than ever, it is important to help the Potato Project feed our hungry neighbors.
Currently, church and Mission members are busy: making masks for health professionals and anyone who might
need one (available in the church vestibule). Others are assisting with food for Manna, taking meals to people’s
homes, and coloring cards/pictures to send out as a “thinking of you” gesture. There are those who are keeping up
with critical needs of the church. Also, some congregants are donating to charities, writing notes to people, phoning and emailing to keep in touch, and of course, Pastor Jennifer is doing all she can to keep us connected spiritually. So a big Thank-You to Pastor Jennifer and to all of you who are doing the best you can to stay safe and also
reach out. Keep your prayers coming!

Disaster Ministries
Last year we joined with several other churches to provide funds, through Church World
Service, for clean-up buckets that were badly needed because there had been so many natural
disasters. This project was being initiated by the United Church of Christ in Birdsboro.
With funds from a St. Paul’s community dinner, a joyful noise offering and the Women’s Guild
we qualified for a grant of $250 from the national office. The total amount St. Paul’s donated to
the project, which included the 4 projects/grant money listed, was $600. The initial hope was to
supply 100 buckets! The funds from all the churches involved allowed for 110 buckets to be
provided!
Church World Service has just released their report for 2019 which indicates that churches
provided 154,339 items for those who had suffered from natural disasters. These items were
9,143 clean-up buckets
48,363 hygiene kits
59,448 blankets
7,380 school kits
Fifty-eight thousand of these items went internationally to the Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Greece and Syria. Ninety-six thousand were distributed throughout the USA.
This was a fantastic effort on the part of so many. Thank you to all those who helped with this
project. When we do things together, the results are amazing.

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE
All the Fellowship activities and meetings for this season
are cancelled. We hope to be able to gather for Fellowship
hour in the fall. We pray that everyone is staying safe and
healthy.

PROPERTY COMMITTEE NEWS
Hello to everyone from the property committee. I hope you are all doing fine dealing with “stay at home ban”.
Ethel and I are hanging in there with a lot of things to do but no enthusiasm to do them. We will make it through
this with help from above.
The Capital Campaign for the roof replacement is doing well with all the contributions coming in. Currently we
are more than half way. The total we have as of 4/5/20 is $12310.00 towards the goal of $21500.00. We have a
way to go yet but considering the circumstances I think we are doing pretty well. Contributions can be mailed to
the church with “ROOF” indicated on the check. The roof will be replaced as soon as the bans due to the virus are
relaxed.
Even though there are no activities at the church, we are checking the building periodically to make sure all is ok
and I turned back the thermostats to conserve energy.
Be safe and God Bless.
Regards, Brian Beck

UPDATE*** As of April 12th we are now at $12,870.00 towards goal
of $21,500.00.
Great job everyone!!

RELAY FOR LIFE UPDATE
ANGELS OF HOPE
May 29-30 Event has been cancelled
Purple signs


As of the last meeting the signs that have been paid for up until this point will be honored, but if you are able
to get anything new, we are asking that you just gather the donor’s information and let them know you will
get back to them.
 If you are asking for a sign that you know is already made, nothing has changed. If the donor is still willing/
able to give, then take the order as you normally would.
 Signs are being projected to be hung in July, so the deadline is going to be in the first week of June. Exact
date still coming.
Sponsorship
 Nothing has changed with sponsorship
 If anything does, you will be notified
Ford: Driving for a Cure
 Driving for a Cure is on hold until further notice
2020 Event


The Leadership Team has decided to host a “traditional” event in the Fall at Bowers Park, upon approval from
the township.
 By traditional, we mean that there will be ceremonies, survivor/caregiver meal, luminaria ceremony, opportunity for teams to set up tents and do fundraisers, DJ, activities... More details to come!
 The length will be shortened to be held over the course of one day instead of 2
 We are looking at 2 dates right now at Bowers Park: September 19th or October 10th
 There are lots of details to iron out and before anything is official, we have to solidify the date and get approval from the township. Once this happens and we have 100% confirmation, we will let everyone know!

Thank you for everyone’s dedication to our Mission. We appreciate you more than you can
know! Stay healthy.

THANK YOU!!!
I would like to thank all the women of the church who take the time to make masks and donate
them so we can all be safe. Your donations are truly appreciated more than you can ever know.
Please remember them in your prayers. Angels are among us always!!
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Psalms 23

1 Peter 2:19-25

Acts 2:42-47

Psalms 31:1-5, 15-16

1 Peter 2:2-10

Acts 7:55-60

Psalms 66:8-20

1 Peter 3:13-22

Acts 17:22-31

Psalms 68:1-10, 32-35

1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11

Acts 1:6-14

Psalms 104:24-34, 35b

John 20:19-23

Acts 2:1-21

Geraniums in the Sanctuary

Last Day of Sunday School Party

Laraine Wuchter

Rodney Barrell

Sandi Madeira

Caleb Moyer

Dylan Thompson

Katie Moyer

Rosaria Angstadt

Tyler Luckenbill

Jan Lenich

Natalie Bauscher

Hailey Bauscher

Katie Moyer

Flowers provided by

Vacant

Brian Unger

Steve Lobb

Christine Keim

Cora Seidel

Lucy Seidel

Joan Gangewere

Laraine Wuchter

Rodney Barrell

Sandi Madeira

Katie Moyer

Rosaria Angstadt

Tyler Luckenbill

Jan Lenich

Ken & Cheryl Ziegler

Joan Gangewere

In honor of our

John & Marcia Keiser

Erin Webb

Geraniums in the Sanctuary

In honor or our

Sandy Fenstermacher

In memory of Gloria Webb

wedding anniversary

Denise Keim

In honor of Emory

wedding anniversary

In honor or Leona Keim's birthday

IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Katie Moyer

Flowers provided by

David & June Rung (Silk)

Gene & Sandi Madeira

Music Sunday

Pentecost Communion
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Vacant

Brian Unger

Steve Lobb

Christine Keim

Psalms 8

Matthew 28:16-20

Genesis 1:2-4a

June 7, 2020

Brian & Ethel Beck

Joan Gangewere

Laraine Wuchter

Rodney Barrell

Sandi Madeira

Psalms 116:1-2, 12-19

Matthew 9:35-10:8

Genesis 18:1-15

June 14, 2020

on his 90th Birthday

Happy Birthday Joe Hartman

Katie Moyer

Rosaria Angstadt

Tyler Luckenbill

Jan Lenich

Psalms 86:1-10, 16-17

Matthew 10:24-39

Genesis 21:8-21

June 21, 2020

Vacant

Brian Unger

Steve Lobb

Sandi Madeira

Psalms 89:1-4, 15-18

Matthew 10:40-42

Genesis 22:1-14

June 28, 2020

David Rung (Silk)

In memory of our fathers

Worship at Folk Festival

In honor of June's Birthday

Wilmer Beck & Buck Wentz

Gene & Sandi Madeira

GERANIUM ORDER FORM
We thank you in advance for ordering Geraniums to add to the beauty of the church on May 31st.
We need to receive your order by Sunday, May 17th, along with payment, to ensure your requests.
Please use an envelope provided at the entrances to the sanctuary. Call office to make arrangements to pick up flowers left at the church.
DEADLINE: May 17, 2020
COST: $5.00 (Red, White or Pink)
Please place your order and payment in an envelope. Make checks payable to St Paul’s UCC. You
may place your order form in the offering plate, give to Marj Weida, or drop off at the church office.

Quantity: Geraniums
Red ________ x $5.00
Total: _______________
White _______x $5.00
Pink ________x $5.00

Placed by:________________________________________
In Memory of / honor of (indicate)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Sent With A Prayer To:

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
MAY

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
JUNE

May 9th
Prayer Walk—9AM

June 2nd
Primary Elections

May 10th
Mother’s Day
Music Sunday

June 13th
Prayer Walk—9AM

May 17th
Last day of Sunday School
May 31st
Pentecost Communion
Geraniums in Sanctuarysee form inside

June 20th
First day of Summer
June 21st
Father’s Day
June 27th to July 5th—Folk Festival

