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~ Pondering Our Faith with Pastor Jack~  
 

 

    ñMe do, Me do!ò I believe this was the first 

sentence that each of  our grandchildren learned 

to phrase. It happened around the time when  

they each reached the age of two years. Whether 

it was assisting them in  getting dressed, open-

ing the garage with automatic door opener, or  

getting them buckled into the car seat é. that short sentence came  

tumbling out: ñMe do!ò Sometimes it was said ómatter-of-factly.ô  

Sometimes these words were the obvious indicators of frustration and  

determination. 

 

     As with all of us, this short sentence represented the initial  

stages of the human struggle for independence from those who always  

seemed bigger and were always telling someone else what to do. (Most 

of  us have learned over the years that there is hardly a shortage of folks  

who are good at telling us what to do or where to go, for that matter.)  

The odd thing is that, somewhere along the way, we reach the point 

where  we wish that, on occasion, there was someone (anyone) to tell us 

what to do and where to go. ñWhat do I do about this career choice?ò 

ñHow do I  handle this insurmountable debt or that exasperating rela-

tionship?ò ñWhat do I do with my struggling child, with this unhappi-

ness that just wonôt let go?ò ñWhat should I do about these and a host of 

other  questions?ò If weôre honest, there are a lot of times when we 

wished there were someone credible that could give us straight answers 

é strong  answers é to lifeôs most persistent questions. (The operant 

word here is ócredible.ô) 

      

     John the Baptist was one of those kind of people who was pretty  

straightforward in his answers to his listeners. How amazing is it that  

more than just a few people é but crowds of people é came out to 

hear this strange looking man begin by verbally accosting them with  

name-calling: ñYou brood of vipers!ò? What John had to say to them  

wasnôt very easy to hear: messages about judgment, repentance, and the  

fact that God shows no special favors. Can you imagine them listening 

to  anyone with such messages, let alone someone who was yelling at 

them? Did the people long for life direction that badly? John wasnôt fa-

mous for being pastoral in his sermons. Rather, he was quite well 

known for his stark truth telling and frank and forceful opinions. So 

why did people listen to him? 

 

 

                                                                          Continued on next pageééé... 



Continued from previous pageééé. 

 

    I think people listened to him because John knew 

where the rocks of life lay hidden beneath the sur-

face of the raging waters. He was shouting the truth 

that the people needed to not only hear, but to act  

on for their own good. Now, unlike the people of 

Johnôs time, we donôt live under the shadow of op-

pression and domination or foreign occupation 

 (unless you consider terrorists and sleeper cells 

such). But for many today, life is hard é chaotic é 

confusing éand, full of uncertainty. The 

 promises of God often seem far away, if it can be 

said they exist at all. Too many people fear being 

dashed against the rocks hidden beneath  

the surface of the water. As a result, they are in-

credibly open to instruction. (This is where the is-

sue of credibility becomes paramount,) 

 

    As we approach Super Bowl Sunday, perhaps the 

analogy of the people of Johnôs time (as well as our 

own) being ready to be coached is an appropriate 

one. People then stood ready, as many stand today, 

to be coached, to listen, and to do. Those who came 

to John asked, ñHow high?ò  when he said to jump. 

When he warned that judgment was at hand, people 

of all walks of life would ask him, ñWhat should 

we do?ò 

  

    When the crowd asked him, ñWhat should we 

do?ò, John replied: ñShare.ò When the tax collec-

tors wanted to know, ñWhat shall we do?ò, John 

told them, ñBe fair.ò When even the soldiers asked, 

ñWhat shall we do?ò John exhorts them, ñDonôt 

bully.ò 

 

    Where does this leave us as we begin a new 

year? What should we do? Johnôs message was 

harsh, and urgent and, from all accounts, very loud. 

 People were ready to do what he told them: to 

share, to be fair, and not bully those who are 

weaker. John appeared as the person who could  

see the rocks in the water; he was the coach who 

could guide them to success. He came across as one 

of the óprophets of old.ô Unfortunately, all of this 

resulted in the people misunderstanding who he 

really was as  they wondered if he might be the 

Messiah they had been waiting for.  

 

     No question about it. John was set up to be all of 

the above. He could well have laid hold of the ultimate 

title of Messiah. But that had  never been his purpose. 

He was quite clear about that. As people were hanging 

on to Johnôs instructions, a voice from actual heaven 

did declare that the next guy ï Jesus ï was the one: 

ñThis is my beloved, listen to him.ò 

     

    As we enter a new year in our individual lives and 

in our journey as a faith community, Iôm confident 

that most of us will not live in fear of the judgment of 

the end times, like Johnôs people did. And, like I said 

earlier, we donôt live under the fear of foreign oppres-

sion. 

 But we do share the same question: ñWhat should we 

do?ò We ask it of all of lifeôs persistent questions and, 

like our ancestors, we seek answers. Some of us will 

refer to blogs and websites, others will check  

out or buy self-help books. Some will even attend a 

seminar or two if theyôre desperate enough. A lot of us 

will talk with family and friends or be content with 

trying to figure it out for ourselves (Me do!). 

 

     John the Baptist gave good answers for any time of 

the year ï especially as we enter a new year: share 

with those who have less, be fair to everyone, and 

donôt use your power over the weak to your own  

personal advantage. 

 

   Jesus of Nazareth, as John was quick and consistent 

to point out, gives more. Jesus brings with him some-

thing entirely new. He brings something entirely un-

known before his coming: God with us ï Emmanuel. 

In  this we receive not only answers to our questions 

but the power to face  those questions. What should 

we do? With Christ, the answer is simple: We Hope! 

  

!!!!! A BLESSED and HAPPY NEW YEAR TO 

ALL !!!!!  

 

 

WINTER CANCELLATION POLICY  
 

        In the event that it becomes necessary to cancel 

weekend church activities (including Sunday morning 

worship) due to inclement weather, members are 

asked to tune in to Channel 69 on the television to see 

if St Paulôs is listed among the 

cancellations scrolling across 

the bottom of the screen, or 

call the church office. Every 

effort is made to have any 

changes or cancellations posted 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:  

   January 
 

     1     Melinda Miller 

     2     Katelyn Reidenhour, Timothy Swavely 

     4     Henry Bard 

     5     William Sharadin, Nathan Usher 

     6     Dennis Bubbenmoyer, David Grim 

 Terri Hilbert 

     7     Pamela Angstadt 

     8      Kathryn Widdows 

     9      Gretchen Barrell 

    10    Joyce Kemp, Glenn Weida, Bruce Werley 

    11    Chelsea Bailey 

    12    Erma Angstadt, Megan Conrad 

 Christopher Rarick, Jonathan Rarick 

    13    Kevin Smith 

    14    Ted Thomas 

    16    Patrick Fitzgerald 

    18    Joyce Wehr 

    19    Chelsie Kistler 

    20    Maryanne Hartline 

    21    Debra Conover 

    25    Elton Eckert 

    26    Jeryl Kulp, David Schaeffer, Brendon Weida 

    27    Kathy Helbert, Jerred Schwalm,  

 Melain Sward 

    29    Gene Madeira 

    30    Tyler Luckenbill  

    31    Jeannine Bortz, David Geist 

 Jonathan Hilbert, Joshua Snyder 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:  

   February 

 

     1     Edith Balthaser 

     3     Debra Schaeffer, Pam Kemmerer, Ryan Delp, 

 Kate Swan 

     5     Robert Geist, Ronald Reinhard 

     7     Kay Schwalm, Abigail Hilbert 

     8     Gerald Silberman 

     9     Ronald Angstadt 

    10    Michael Merkel 

    12    Phillip Schmoyer 

    13    William Greenawald Jr, Eleanor Focht, 

  Brayden Hertzog 

    14    Brandon Reidenhour, Ronald Metzger Jr 

    17    Richard Folk, Cindy Schaeffer, Judy Daub 

 Denise Keim, Leslie Stump 

    20    Erma Gruber 

    21    Greg Stricker 

    22    Benjamin Herman, Louise Moyer,  

 Martha Freed 

    23    Wayne Lobb 

    24    Gary Diltz 

    26    Reed Garner 

    27    Jean Follweiler, Jessica OôNeil 

    28    Brian Balthaser, Amy Gollatz 

 

 

 



 

LENTEN DINNER & DEVOTIONS  

Wednesday Nights 

5:00 ï 7:00 PM  

Beginning on February 17, 2016 
 

      Every Wednesday evening, for five successive weeks (February 17th & 24th and March 2nd, 9th, 16th), we 

will gather at 5:00 PM in the Social Hall for an exceptional meal and a brief time of Lenten study and 

 devotions. These gatherings are open to anyone and everyone free of charge (a free-will offering basket will be 

available).  Most of us have grown up hearing the overused phrase, ñJesus Is the Answer!ò  

This yearôs Lenten Study and Devotional time will ask us to consider, ñWhat If Jesus Is the Question?ò If it turns 

out to be true, how might that change everything?      The Gospels tell us that Jesus asked 307 

 questions. He was asked only 183 questions. Shockingly, Jesus answered less than ten (only 3) of the questions he 

was asked. Amazing! Accordingly, and contrary to popular opinion and common assumption,  

Jesus may not be the ultimate ñAnswer Manò and more the ñGreat Questioner.ò  We live in a mix of Christians 

who think they have  all the answers and Christians who are mired and bogged down in the seemingly unanswer-

able questions. Either way, the primary focus always seems to be on finding the ultimate answer. But, what if there 

is more value to be found in the questions that are asked than in the answers found?  

 

     Join us as we learn that questions do matter é  especially when Jesus is the one asking them!   

  

!!! WE HOPE TO HAVE YOU JOIN US !!!  

 

WOMENôS GUILD BAKING 
 

    The Womenôs Guild was extremely busy baking and cooking for the last couple of months. Here are a few pho-

tos of the end product and the people that made it happen. 

 

Thank you to all the volunteers who work behind the scenes.  

 

 

 

 

 

Those apple dumplings were awesome!!! 

 

 

 

     Baking Cookies éé..YUM!!!! 

 

 

 

 

All burned out from baking 

cookies! 
Photos courtesy of Karen Rhode. 



  

WOMENôS GUILD 

 
Thanks to hard work, support of our church family and a beautiful day,  the Womenôs Guild is pleased 
to announce that we had our most successful bazaar in history.  The profit from our 2014 bazaar of just 
over $7500 was exceeded by our 2015 profit of $8243.50.  Please join us at the Guild meeting at 7PM 
on January 27th when we discuss how to best use the funds to support our church and its mission.  
Congratulations to all for a job well done.  

 

  

!!!!  SUPER BOWL 50 PARTY  !!!!  
 

In keeping with tradition, we will come together in the Social Hall on Sunday evening, February 7, 2016  begin-

ning at 5:00 PM to experience Super Bowl 50  surrounded by great company, delicious food, and a whole lot of 

high-spirited high-jinx and laughter. CBS will be broadcasting the game from San Francisco Bay Area and, while 

they have set the base rate at $5 MILLION for a 30 second ad, all you need to do is show up!  

You can help us in our planning by signing the sheet located in the hall let us know if youôre coming and if you 

can bring a food item along to share. Whether your favorite team is playing, or not, we guarantee a good time for 

all. 

                   We hope to see you there! 
 

Consistory Photos for Website 
 

Dave Swan will be taking photos of our new Consistory members prior to the Consistory meeting, 

Wednesday, January 13, 2016, 6:30-7:00 p.m., in Fellowship Hall. The Technology Committee 

would also appreciate current Consistory members who were not photographed in 2014 to come at 

that time for their photos. 

 

           POST HIGH MINISTRY  

The Post High Ministry is looking for addresses of any of our college students and active service members.  

Please email the addresses to leinbakj@apci.com.If you don't have e-mail, please call Keith at 610-683-8933. 

Unfortunately, we were not able to get the packages out before Thanksgiving so we are planning on sending them 

out when the students return from winter break.  

Thank you to Keith, and Shirley Leinbach for keeping  this important ministry going. 

 

BERKS ENCORE CONCERT 
  

If you were not able to attend this concert you missed out on 

a very lively and entertaining night of music.  

 

Thank you to Berks Encore Orchestra for taking time out of 

their busy schedule to come and entertain us!!! 

 

 

 

Photo courtesy of Dave Swan. 



KEEPING CHRISTMAS ALL YEAR óROUND 

 
  

We deeply appreciate June Rung for the following literary offer-

ing that is an outgrowth of her attending ñQuiet Dayò experi-

ences offered by the Pennsylvania Southeast Conference on 

an on-going basis. We thank June for helping us to remem-

ber that Christmas is a joyous celebration that can and 

should be celebrated all year through.   

 

 CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS  
  

How do we celebrate Christmas 

In a world gone mad with strife? 

How do we look in that manger 

and find any clue to life? 

  

How does the hustle and bustle 

ever begin to show the way 

to the miracle secure in that stable 

Bedded down on prickly hay? 

  

How do we even remember 

what a wondrous gift we received 

when so many actions around us 

could tell us weôve been deceived? 

  

How do we make space for that baby? 

How do we get beyond 

all the noise and activity 

so we can find that special bond? 

  

When everything seems so daunting 

all the pressure and the fuss 

let us never forget to remember 

that baby is God with us. 

  

So how do we celebrate Christmas? 

How do we make it count 

and not be just some celebration 

with festivities to tout? 

  

How do we carry the message 

after the day has passed? 

Where do we find the instructions? 

How do we make the day last? 

You have to make the decision 

on how to follow through 

but if you remember that babe and the life he led 

hen youôll know just what to do. 

  

Christmas is not a day; itôs your life. 

 

~ June Rung ~ 

 
written at Quiet Days 
December 2015 

 

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE  

 

God made each of us with love. 

Letôs celebrate together another 

year of that love. Join the fellow-

ship committee in celebrating 

everyoneôs birthday on January 10, 

immediately after the service. 

 

 
   

Let me call you sweetheart. Every-

one has a secret valentine. Join the 

Fellowship Committee on February 

14, after the service, to find out who 

your secret valentine might be. A 

day filled with hearts and candy 

does wonders for your soul. 

 

 

 

THANK YOU  

 
      We want to thank our church family for the 

thoughtful and kind Christmas gift. Your generosity 

is greatly appreciated.  May each one of you have a 

blessed Merry Christmas and prosperous New Year.  

It is a blessing to serve you here at St. Paulôs.  

In Christ Jesus,  

 

Lois Reistroffer, Sexton and Rita Reed, Church Sec-

retary 

 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATES  

Daniel Heffley, 1412 Flicker Way, Sunnyvale, CA 

94087 

Mr. & Mrs. Sean Crouthamel, PO Box 164, Ronks, 

PA 17572-0164 

 

Ben Rarick  337 E. Main St., Apt #1   Kutztown, PA 

19530-1518 

 

Mindy Miller   Garden Apartments , 139 Normal 

Ave. Apt. F-6   Kutztown, PA 19530 
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Summary of Consistory Meeting Held November 11, 2015 

 

Finance Committee -   St. Paulôs will receive a monetary gift from the Fern Kutz Estate.  As 

there are no restrictions on the use of the money, it was suggested it be placed in the general fund. 

   

Board of Christian Education - We will host a Family Advent Night on November 29th starting 

at 5:00 pm.  There will be a light dinner and an Advent related movie.  Come out and help us 

make ornaments for the Christmas trees at St. Paulôs.   

The Sunday school Christmas program will be held December 13th with a luncheon to follow. 

Thank you to Ethel DeMatteo-Beck for volunteering to fill the position of a member at large.    

We are still in need of one more person. 

 

Missions - A donation of $2,000.00 was made to the ñDelp Familyò. 

 Volunteers could be found this month at Grace Evangelical Church helping set up the food pan-

try.  All who volunteered, found it to be a very rewarding experience and extend an invite to any-

one at St. Paulôs who would be interested in helping.   

Berks Encore will be entertaining us on December 8th at 6:00 pm.  Come out for a good time.  

Light refreshments will follow the program.  

Upcoming events for Missions:  Wilson Manor Dinner - 11/17/2015 

                                                     Saucony Cross Dinner ï 12/15/2015 

 

Property ï The following signs will be placed in the parking lot: 

  Reserved Parking (handicap) 2 

  Prohibit bicycle, skate board etc.  4 

  Reserved Parking Church and Permit Only 2 (Whiteoak St. Lot) 

  Church Parking Only 2 (back lot) 

 

Technology ï St. Paulôs has engaged the services of Gelnett & Associates to perform the work 

necessary to upgrade the sound system.  Gelnett & Associates was selected after numerous con-

tacts to different vendors as the best fit for us at St. Paulôs.   

Sound panels will be available for sponsorship by members, similar to the bricks in the prayer 

garden.  More information to follow.  

 

KINDNESS FUND 

     A contribution to the Kindness Fund was given by Erma Angstadt to honor long time chairman John Keiser 

and the other worthy members of the finance committee for their hours spent handling investments, income, ex-

penses, etc., in order to balance the St Paulôs U.C.C. annual budget. 

    May we continue to show our appreciation for their ongoing efforts. They are the behind the scenes unsung 

heroes of St Paulôs! 

 

        

 



MISSION COMMITTEE  

 
    Parents Night Out was held at St Paulôs on December 12th. We had a wonderful turnout and the children kept 

us busy all night. There was a surprise visit from Santa and letters were written to give to him. The children got to 

make their own pizza bagels with any toppings they wanted. We wound down the evening by watching the Min-

ions movie which seemed to be a big hit!! 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended and all our wonderful helpers!! We will be scheduling another night out in 

the future.  Watch the Pulse for information. 

 

 


